
Course Information Sheet

BA (Hons) Primary Education Studies
Mode and course length – Full-Time (4 years)

Location – ARU Cambridge Campus

Awarding Body – Anglia Ruskin University. As a registered Higher Education provider Anglia Ruskin University is regulated by
the Office for Students.

Overview

Location of study:

Level 3 – ARU Cambridge Campus

Level 4-6 – ARU Chelmsford Campus

It’s not just what children learn, but the context in which they learn, which affect their life experiences. Many other factors can also
impact on education outcomes. Our course explores all these fascinating ideas, and will prepare you for teaching or a range of
careers relating to education.

Our BA (Hons) in Primary Education Studies course is the first step towards a rewarding career in education, and possibly
becoming a primary school teacher. With a balance of theory and reflection on current practice, you’ll graduate with a thorough
understanding of education history, policy and current professional practice in the primary school classroom in areas such as
developing children’s mathematical and literacy skills, the wider curriculum subjects, lesson planning, and classroom

management.

Our course is designed for those looking for a career working with or for children of primary school age and/or their families. The
key focus is on children of primary school age and includes educational, health, welfare, psychological, sociological, legal,
philosophical, political and economic perspectives.

You will gain the knowledge and understanding you need to prepare lessons, manage classroom behaviour and teach literacy
and numeracy. You will have opportunities to observe teaching practice in local schools and on completion of the course you will
be ideally placed to gain a place on a postgraduate teacher training course.

Course Delivery

Our courses are delivered through teaching and learning methods which provide students with the widest possible exposure to a
modern and innovative higher education experience.

These methods vary and could include attendance at lectures and seminars, undertaking laboratory exercises or work-based
activities, practical work, performances, presentations, field trips, other relevant visits and e-learning through Canvas, our online
learning management system.

Each course is divided into a number of ‘modules’ which focus on particular areas, each of which has a specific approach to its
delivery. This information is published to students for each module they take via the Module Definition Form (MDF) and Canvas.

Assessment

Assessments on our course include the following activities:

- Poster presentation
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- Group presentation

- Essay

- Reflective log or commentary

- Report

- Specialist Focus Project (dissertation by literature review)

There are also opportunities for informal (formative assessment) to give you the necessary support and opportunities to be an
active learner and to make contributions to our learning community in lectures, seminars or online groups. Your tutors will monitor
individual, group and cohort learning in order to personalise teaching approaches so that you learn in the way that is most suited
to you.

Fees

Information about your course fee including any annual fee increases or deposits (if required) can be found in your offer letter.

Additional Costs

At the beginning of the course you will be required to obtain an Enhanced DBS check for working in schools and with young
people. This is likely to cost approximately £45.

As part of the course you will be offered a number of predominantly optional, local school visits. You will be responsible for
transport costs for these.

Modules

Core Modules

Year 1: Foundation in Humanities, English, Media, Social Sciences and Education

This module will provide students with the necessary skills to begin studying at level 4 in courses related to the Humanities,
Social Sciences, English, Media and Education.

Students will be introduced to the core skills necessary to succeed in higher education, including thinking critically, researching,
and referencing appropriately, demonstrating appropriate numeracy and ICT skills, and communicating effectively verbally and in
writing.

In addition to these fundamental study skills, Students will be given an introduction to a broad range of disciplines whose skills
and theories are widely applicable.

Students will study a variety of writing styles in order to recognise, deconstruct and replicate various forms of persuasive,
analytical, and informative writing. Students will learn the basics of intercultural studies and how these theories can be applied to
real-world problems. Students will consider social perceptions held across western cultures, and the difference between social
and self-perception, participating in structured discussion and argument. Students will be introduced to the core principles of
psychology and will explore various current applications of psychological theory. Students will also be introduced to ethics and
will learn about some of the key theories and thinkers in the development of current ethical considerations in a range of
scenarios.

The module is made up of the following 8 constituent elements:

Interactive Learning Skills and Communication (ILSC)
Information Communication Technology (ICT)
Critical Thinking
Intercultural Studies
Psychology
Composition and Style
Ethics
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Social Perceptions

Year 2: Key Paradigms 1: History and Philosophy of Primary Education

This module introduces students to key concepts and issues in the history, sociology and philosophy of education. By examining
historical and current issues that are of major concern within the world of education, the module seeks to provide students with
the theoretical ideas that will underpin future studies at Levels 5 and 6.

Key themes will be engaged with during this module, including equality, human rights and citizenship both as current political
issues and as ideas that illustrate the competing ideologies existing within education. Exploring the themes will support students
to develop a greater understanding of historical, current and future purposes of education as a vehicle for change.

The module provides students with the opportunity to develop skills related to factual learning, such as accessing, assimilating
and organising information, as well as developing an analytical learning approach.

By the end of the trimester students will have examined current and historical perspectives and completed an assignment which
will be an essay demonstrating an understanding of key issues within the sociology of education. Students will have also
communicated the impact of historical event and key figures on changes within the education system. 

This module will support students to recognise educational settings as developmental vehicles for educational and social policy
change.

Year 2: Perspectives on the Child 1: Childhood as a Construct, Physical and Social Development of Children

This module consists of 2 themes:

Theme 1: Childhood as a Construct

Theme 2: Physical and Social Development of Children.

One theme will be taught in trimester 1 and the other in trimester 2.

Theme 1: Childhood as a Construct

This module explores the ways in which childhood is constructed by societies and communities. The module considers how
constructions of childhood have changed over time and how these different constructions have been shaped by political, social
and economic factors. The theoretical underpinning for this module is from the fields of literary theory and cultural studies. It
seeks to provide students with the theoretical ideas that will support future studies at Level 5 and Level 6.

Theme 2: Physical, Social and Emotional development (including safeguarding as an essential theme).

This module explores the key concepts and developmental course of social, emotional and physical development. It will support
students to become familiar with the factors that influence this development and will prepare them to build upon this at Level 5
and Level 6. This module enables students to develop theoretical understanding and prepare those interested in pursuing further
study or working with children.

Year 2: Primary Pedagogy 1: The Curriculum and Primary Teaching, Research Foundations

This module consists of 2 themes:

Theme 1: The Curriculum and Primary Teaching Values

Theme 2: Research Foundations

One theme will be taught in trimester 1 and the other in trimester 2.

Theme 1: The Curriculum and Primary Teaching Values

Focusing on current policy for the curriculum in English primary schools, this module begins with the question; what is a
curriculum and the principles by which a curriculum could be designed? Students study how the curriculum has developed since
it was legislated for as the National Curriculum in the 1988 Education Reform Act and put in place
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between 1990 to 1992. Students will see that the content, teaching and assessment of the National Curriculum has undergone
significant change since 1992 to the present. Moreover, as regards teaching, the changes seem to have been contradictory
moving from thematic to subject specific and back to thematic. In 2013, Government policy seems to be going back to the
subject specific. By the end of the Trimester, students will have studied these developments and completed assignment one
which will be an individual poster presentation explaining, using the principles of curriculum design, the historical development of
the curriculum in primary schools to the present day. The key question to be addressed by the students is: are the changes
primarily ones of curriculum improvement based on educational principles; or are they primarily based on political drivers?

Theme 2: Research Foundations

Students will explore some of the key issues, perspectives and debates within the discipline of educational studies. Students will
begin this module by firstly reflecting on aspects of their own past education experiences. Students will then be introduced to
research processes. Qualitative and quantitative research will be explored, as well as a variety of research methods used by
researchers. Students will be introduced to the basic principles of research design and encouraged to consider ways in which
research is applied in practice. Criteria for evaluating the strengths and limitations of research methods will be explored,
including the importance of ethical procedures. Students will participate in activities and discussions to develop your
understanding of the research process.

Year 2: Subject Knowledge for Teaching 1: Early Language, Reading and Writing and Early Mathematical Concepts

This module consists of 2 themes:

Theme 1: English 1 (Early Language, Reading and Writing)

Theme 2: Mathematics 1 (Early Mathematical Concepts)

One theme will be taught in trimester 1 and the other in trimester 2

Module Content Overview

This is an introductory module to core subject knowledge for teaching, focusing on early literacy and mathematical theory,
practice and pedagogy.  The intention is to provide students with a solid foundation of key knowledge and understanding related
to the earliest stages of development for later English and Mathematics subject knowledge for teaching across the three Key
Stages of primary education, in order for them to have a clear developmental perspective on these core curriculum subjects.
Such a perspective will enable students to understand the diversity of ability in the primary classroom, as a means of
underpinning knowledge and understanding of how to make necessary adjustments for planning personalised learning
experiences, to meet a wide range of needs. Furthermore, this module undertakes to provide students with the opportunity to
view early literacy and mathematical provisions for learning within the Foundation Stage (and Key Stage 1) as a fundamental
area of practice with a unique identity and ethos of its own, which values creativity and responsiveness to the youngest learners
in primary education. Throughout the strand of Subject Knowledge for Teaching, for each theme and at each level, the students
will be explicitly encouraged and expected to develop personal subject knowledge as a precursor for teaching in the primary
classroom or an alternative area of related professional practice.  Students will be encouraged to observe and reflect on
practice in school or to view online materials which depict teaching of early literacy and mathematics.

 

Theme 1: English 1 (Early Language, Reading and Writing)

This module provides an introduction to pedagogy and practice related to early literacy teaching with a particular emphasis on
communication and language skills, and early reading and writing, underpinned by relevant theory.  The key focus will be on
theory and practice related to the development of children’s oral language, reading and writing and will also develop the
students’ own competencies in terms of subject knowledge for teaching English.   Students will have the opportunity to explore
‘new literacies’ in relation to multimodal texts and electronic resources.  Seminars will enable students to begin to develop
knowledge of and an appreciation of children’s literature across a range of genres and formats. There will be an introduction to
the teaching of phonics as an important element of teaching early language, reading and writing.

 

Theme 2: Mathematics 1 (Early Mathematical Concepts)
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This module provides an introduction to pedagogy and practice related to early mathematics teaching with a particular emphasis
on communication and language skills as a necessary precursor to concept development relating to number, measures, shape
and space and application of mathematical thinking. The students’ personal understanding and enjoyment of mathematics will
be developed through an active engagement in mathematical investigation both at their own level and at the level of young
learners.  The students will also be encouraged to reflect upon their own development of subject knowledge and pedagogy in
order to appreciate the links between their own aptitude, attitudes and confidence and also the implication of these aspects
applied to teaching in an early years setting or primary classroom.

Year 2: Subject Knowledge for Teaching 1: Science and Technology 1

This module will provide the foundation for learning the requisite subject knowledge and pedagogy required to teach science
and technology effectively (with an introduction to computing) in early years and Key Stage 1.  

The emphasis at this stage will be on investigative learning with a necessary consideration of outdoor learning and necessary
comparisons with the Danish education system and its promotion of Forest Schools.  ‘Talk for science’, is an essential element
of the main themes for this strand of learning at level 1 (and throughout subsequent strands) which stresses communication and
language skills for reasoning and learning across the curriculum. 

The use of ICT as an essential tool will be threaded through the teaching of this module and there will be designated, front-
loaded teaching in workshops at the beginning to enable students to become familiar with appropriate programmes to support
learning in primary schools for science and also an introduction to computing in the early stages of primary education.

The guiding principle for this module is to ensure that students receive a thorough grounding in theory and pedagogy to teach
science and technology with confidence and enthusiasm based on excellent subject knowledge for teaching learners in early
years settings, Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1, using practice which is appropriate to the age and development of the
children, rather than a ‘watered down’ version of Key Stage 2 approaches.  This is why a strong emphasis has been placed on
learning about early years pedagogy which is characterised by strong values and ethics in relation to personalisation of
provision, working with families and creative but authentic, grounded learning experiences.

Year 3: Subject Knowledge for Teaching 2: Science and Technology 2

This module follows on from Science and Technology 1 at Level 4 which introduced the core subject knowledge for teaching,
focusing on early concepts in science and technology, practice and pedagogy.  The intention is to provide students with the
opportunity to further develop their personal subject knowledge and skills for teaching in science and technology. The emphasis
for Level 5 is on consolidating personal subject knowledge for teaching science and technology in Key Stage 2, hence the use of
an audit tool and action plan as a formative module assessment to document current progress and areas for development.
During the course of teaching; the students will be introduced to assessment strategies, more developed approaches to
planning to meet the full range of learners and to consider inclusion and safe guarding in the teaching of science and technology
in Key Stage 2.

Throughout this strand of Subject Knowledge for Teaching, for each theme and at each level, the students will be explicitly
encouraged and expected to develop personal subject knowledge as a precursor for teaching in the primary classroom or an
alternative area of related professional practice.  Students will be encouraged to observe and reflect on practice in school or to
view online materials which depict the teaching of science and technology in upper Key Stages 1 and 2.

Year 3: Perspectives on the Child 2: Childhood Cognitive and Language Development

This module consists of 2 themes:

Theme 1: Childhood cognitive development and learning

Theme 2: Language development of children

Theme 1 will be taught in Trimester 1, and theme 2 in Trimester 2.

Theme 1: Childhood cognitive development and learning

Theme 1: Childhood cognitive development and learning will begin by exploring the key theories of cognitive development,
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particularly those of Piaget and Vygotsky but also including an examination of more recent information-processing and neo-
Piagetian theories. It will then go on to consider a number of cognitive processes in more detail, in particular the development of
memory, problem solving and reasoning, for each reflecting on the implications for primary practice. The final part of the module
will move to an analysis of the movement for ‘learning to learn’; we will explore what learning skills primary-aged children need to
develop and consider how we can do this. The module will end with a brief but relevant reflection on growth mindset, resilience
and children’s wellbeing.

Theme 2: Language development of children

Theme 2: Language development of children offers an in-depth study of the development of speech, communication and
language. The module will cover the development of speech, communication and language from a range of different viewpoints,
socio-cultural, psychological/development, and educational. Theoretical explanations for the role of the adult in supporting and
extending children’s speech, communication and language development are included as an exploration of the factors and
conceptual frameworks that influence practice contexts in the early years.

Year 3: Primary Pedagogy 2: Creativity and the Humanities Subjects; Educational Research Methods

This module consists of 2 themes:

Theme 1: Creativity

Theme 2: Qualitative and Quantitative Research Methods.

One theme will be taught in trimester 1 and the other in trimester 2.

Theme 1: Creativity

In this level 5 module the focus moves on from level 4 to study how to use creative pedagogies to support teaching of the National Curriculum, for
example through cross-curricular approaches. It will then move on to exploring creative approaches to teaching humanities subjects in primary school
contexts. To inform this study, students will undertake observation activities through secondary sources (such as video clips) in primary practice and/or
related settings of primary education.

 

Theme 2: Qualitative and Quantitative Research Methods

This module builds on level 4 introduction to research. It offers students the opportunity to prepare and develop a proposal for
their year 3 specialist focus dissertation. This will combine selecting literature, and development of the proposal and outline
literature review in order to further develop their knowledge and expertise within an educational topic. The intention is also to
enable students develop the skills they will need for the dissertation in their final year of study. Students will be required to identify
a topic for a specialist focus, examples of the kinds of topics that could be considered include: A specialist subject focus such
as Maths or Literacy, or an area of focus as SEND, assessment and using data, or behaviour. The module will support
developing literature-search strategies (including the use of research databases) and further developing academic reading and
writing strategies. Lectures, library support, seminars and workshops will be used to support learning.

Year 3: Subject Knowledge for Teaching 2: English and Mathematics 2

This module follows on from Themes 1 and 2, for English and Mathematics 1 at Level 4 which introduced the core subject
knowledge for teaching, focusing on early literacy and mathematical theory, practice and pedagogy.  The intention is to provide
students with the opportunity to further develop their personal subject knowledge for teaching in English and mathematics and
broaden their understanding of teaching strategies.

Throughout this strand of Subject Knowledge for Teaching, for each theme and at each level, the students will be explicitly
encouraged and expected to develop personal subject knowledge as a precursor for teaching in the primary classroom or an
alternative area of related professional practice.  Students will be encouraged to observe and reflect on practice in school or to
view online materials which depict the teaching of reading and mathematics in upper Key Stages 1 and 2.

 

Theme 1:  English 2  (Language, Reading and Writing 2)
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Theme 1 will develop and extend the themes introduced in the previous module Subject Knowledge for Teaching 1: English and
Mathematics to focus the subject knowledge, requirements and teaching strategies for teaching language, reading and writing
from Years 2–6. This will include the systematic study of children’s literature and exploration of a range of narrative genres, non-
narrative texts and poetry, including multi-modal texts. Completion of Theme 1: English will provide students with the opportunity
to audit and develop their knowledge of English and consider how best to teach and develop children’s language, reading and
writing (including spelling and grammar) across the primary range.  The module will enable students to engage with Teresa
Cremin’s Teachers as Readers research and the Ofsted recommend that primary teachers need to have good knowledge of
children’s literature in order to promote reading for pleasure and information across the curriculum. Strong knowledge of
children’s literature impacts not only on reading development, but on language and concept development which informs the
writing process.

 

Theme 2: Mathematics 2 (Concepts and Thinking 2)

Concepts and Thinking 2 builds on knowledge gained about the teaching of early mathematical concepts at level 4 in order to
deepen the understanding of major theories and skills to consolidate the foundation from which to consider the practice of
teaching mathematics in primary school.  It is essential for students to develop their own subject knowledge of mathematics in
order to meet the needs of all learners with confidence and with demonstrable enthusiasm and enjoyment. Students will be
encouraged to develop their subject knowledge of the current curriculum for teaching mathematics, including the resources
(including ICT) and teaching strategies generally used in primary school.

Year 3: Key Paradigms 2: Sociology and Politics

This module builds on concepts introduced at Level 4.  It provides a more critical and analytic exploration of the notion of
equality, including critiquing notions of justice and social justice.  The module develops the notion of community through the role
of the individual and groups in communities and wider social arenas.  It explores what it means to hold rights, children’s rights
and the link between being a rights holder and a responsible citizen.

During the module students will explore the notion of the individual, individual freedom and identity. They will consider the impact
of culture on identity and life in a wider social arena. 

By the end of the trimester students will have demonstrated an understanding of the interrelationship between key aspects of the
module in relation to education. Students will analyse the role of education in promoting an understanding of equality, culture and
citizenship. The module provides students with the opportunity to develop skills related to synthesising ideas from a variety of
sources in order to demonstrate a well-structured line of argument within their writing.

This module will support students to recognise the links between an educational settings and the community.

Year 4: Key Paradigms 3: International and Global Perspectives in Education

Deconstructing the education system enables students to gain greater understanding of the complexities of how the education
system works and how the parts of a system are related to one another and to society. This module builds on the year one and
two modules (Key Paradigms 1 and 2) by exploring policy, practice and curriculum in the UK and across the globe.

Through learning about education systems in other countries and making a comparison with their own, students will be able to
analyse educational issues systematically.  This will provide students with opportunities to accommodate new knowledge and
principles which can then be applied across education systems.  It will support them to critically justify teaching and learning
opportunities for all children, considering current educational issues such as assessment, inclusion and behaviour management
as part of the analysis.

The module provides a broad perspective on how educational policy across the globe differs and interrelates.  It will also allow
students with an interest in working in the educational sector overseas after graduating to develop country specific knowledge.

This module will support students to develop a greater understanding of the focus on assessment, inclusion and behaviour
management within schools and as national priorities.

Year 4: Perspectives on the Child 3: Inclusion, SEND and Developmental Difficulties
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This module consists of 2 themes:

Theme 1: Inclusion and SEND

Theme 2: Developmental Difficulties in Primary aged children

One theme will be taught in trimester 1 and the other in trimester 2.

Theme 1: Inclusion and SEND: the policy and practice context

Students will develop their understanding of the developing policy context, and theoretical models and perspectives on inclusion
and the child with SEND. Using theory and policy to inform practice, students will develop their approaches to identifying and
reducing barriers to learning and for personalising provision, with the aim of developing inclusive practice for all pupils in an
educational setting.

 

Theme 2: Developmental Difficulties of Primary aged children

Students will extend their theoretical understanding from theme 1 to learn about commonly occurring developmental difficulties
and their implications in an educational context on the basis of previous knowledge gained throughout Theme 2 of the strand
Perspectives on the Child. Students will also engage with differing perspectives, including the parental and child’s perspective,
which inform practice and working with a wider workforce and stakeholders.

Year 4: Primary Pedagogy 3: Contemporary Issues in Education, Specialist Focus Project

This module consists of 2 themes:

Theme 1: Contemporary issues in education  

Theme 2: Specialist Focus Project

These themes will be entwined over the two trimesters, with one assessment of the specialist focus dissertation to be submitted
at the end of trimester 2.

The specialist focus project enables students to demonstrate the ability to raise and address significant question(s) in relation
their topic/issue, which may involve auditing or evaluating existing practice or commenting on significant theoretical or
conceptual developments at the local or national level within the area of primary education studies. Throughout the two
trimesters, lectures will be focussed upon current issues within education, linking to current research. This will support students
with developing their specialist focus, and prepare them for progression beyond level 6. Students will be expected to
demonstrate the ability to select and apply appropriate investigative techniques which are relevant to their chosen topic/issue
and the question(s) they are looking to address. Students should be able to draw meaningful and justifiable conclusions from
information which may be complex or contradictory and be capable of expanding or redefining their existing knowledge of a
subject or area of practice. Students will be expected to communicate in an articulate and appropriately clear and academic
fashion and will be able to demonstrate a critically reflective approach to their work.

Important information regarding ethics

Where appropriate, students will be required to obtain the approval of the relevant ethics panel and their proposal should be
approved by the appropriate school or faculty panel.

Students will be required to work autonomously on their projects with minimal guidance from a supervisor.

Year 4: Subject Knowledge for Teaching 3: The Wider Curriculum

This module builds on the Subject Knowledge for Teaching English, Maths and Science modules previously studied to consider
the wider primary curriculum through two complimentary themes:

Theme 1: An Arts-Based Approach to Environmental and Sustainability Education

Within this theme students will explore Environmental and Sustainability Education (ESE) with a focus on pedagogies of the arts
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(particularly art and drama). The module will begin with a theoretical analysis of the nature of ESE, before moving on to critically
examine the nature-human binary. Contemporary issues concerning children’s connectedness with nature will then be
considered before moving to explore a range of pedagogical approaches to ESE with a focus on Art and Drama.

Theme 2: Multiple Intelligences through the Curriculum

This theme will consider and explore non-core subjects, such as Design and Technology (DT), Physical Education (PE), Music
and Modern Foreign Languages (MFL), through various learning styles and multiple intelligences. The main aim of the theme is
to ensure that these subjects are inclusive for all children no matter their learning preferences.

Year 4: Key Skills for Effective Primary Teaching

This module explores school effectiveness in its broadest sense. Starting with the requirements of Ofsted for an effective school,
students will firstly consider the requirements for outstanding educational provision in Primary Schools, including leadership and
governance, teaching and learning, and behaviour and safety of children. The module then moves on to explore one of the most
significant contemporary debates in education, namely children’s wellbeing; this will begin with consideration of children’s
physical wellbeing (including paediatric first aid training), but will move onto children’s mental health and subjective wellbeing.
The module concludes with consideration of teacher professional identity and wellbeing, with the aim of developing students’
resilience as they prepare for initial teacher education.
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