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the Office for Students.

Overview

On this course you’ll study both practical and theoretical aspects of politics. Looking at contemporary perspectives on key
political topics, you’ll develop critical analyses of political structures and institutions and gain insights into past, present and
future areas of political concern with local and global impact.

Focusing on real-life political decision-making, agencies and policies, you’ll examine relevant debates from historical,
philosophical and sociological contexts. Our historically-focused modules will give you the chance to view American, British and
European politics over the long term, while others will allow you to explore sociological and criminological debates closer to the
present. You’ll also be able to develop strands of specialisms in global and international issues, local political concerns, and
political activity and activism, choosing from optional modules that will add extra dimensions to your study.

You’ll be taught by leading historians, sociologists, criminologists and political scientists, giving you expert perspectives on
contemporary political issues. Our course will encourage you to consider issues that reach more widely than traditional political
theory or the politics of parliamentary debate, such as: the history and forms of protest and activism; the politics of the new
media; the politics of sustainability and energy; and contemporary questions about devolution and the demassification of state
power. While examining domestic, European and international themes in politics, you’ll also have the chance to consider the
practical implications of the work involved in making policy decisions.

Course Delivery

Our courses are delivered through teaching and learning methods which provide students with the widest possible exposure to a
modern and innovative higher education experience.

These methods vary and could include attendance at lectures and seminars, undertaking laboratory exercises or work-based
activities, practical work, performances, presentations, field trips, other relevant visits and e-learning through Canvas, our online
learning management system.

Each course is divided into a number of ‘modules’ which focus on particular areas, each of which has a specific approach to its
delivery. This information is published to students for each module they take via the Module Definition Form (MDF) and Canvas.

Assessment

You’ll demonstrate your learning through a combination of essays, exams, case studies, optional work experience, and
presentations. Your studies will culminate in a final year dissertation on a topic of your choice, and supervised one-on-one by an
expert in that area.

Fees

Information about your course fee including any annual fee increases or deposits (if required) can be found in your offer letter.

Modules
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Core Modules

Year 1: Foundation in Humanities, English, Media, Social Sciences and Education

This module will provide students with the necessary skills to begin studying at level 4 in courses related to the Humanities,
Social Sciences, English, Media and Education.

Students will be introduced to the core skills necessary to succeed in higher education, including thinking critically, researching,
and referencing appropriately, demonstrating appropriate numeracy and ICT skills, and communicating effectively verbally and in
writing.

In addition to these fundamental study skills, Students will be given an introduction to a broad range of disciplines whose skills
and theories are widely applicable.

Students will study a variety of writing styles in order to recognise, deconstruct and replicate various forms of persuasive,
analytical, and informative writing. Students will learn the basics of intercultural studies and how these theories can be applied to
real-world problems. Students will consider social perceptions held across western cultures, and the difference between social
and self-perception, participating in structured discussion and argument. Students will be introduced to the core principles of
psychology and will explore various current applications of psychological theory. Students will also be introduced to ethics and
will learn about some of the key theories and thinkers in the development of current ethical considerations in a range of
scenarios.

The module is made up of the following 8 constituent elements:

Interactive Learning Skills and Communication (ILSC)
Information Communication Technology (ICT)
Critical Thinking
Intercultural Studies
Psychology
Composition and Style
Ethics
Social Perceptions

Year 2: Introduction to Politics: Structures, Ideas and Research Methods

On this module you will gain a broad overview of the academic analysis of politics and the core conceptual materials needed to
understand politics at degree level. You will experience three different strands all designed to give you the tools for further
exploration in your future studies. These are entitled structures, ideas and research methods. The first will introduce you to the
interlocking institutions which determine what politics is and what it could, given the right circumstances, be. Here you will
discuss the nature of power, governance, institutions both national and transnational, and the wider groups that can influence the
political process. The second will guide you through some of the ideological constructs that underpin political change. Here you
will explore the interplay between politics and economics, identity politics, representative democracy, and the relationship
between politics and conflict. It will also inform you of the development of political science as a discipline and walk you through
some of the famous figures who have studied and then made use of it. Through the third, you will gain an insight into how to
research politics for yourself and provides you with the methodologies that have underpinned some of the major facets of
political science: quantitative and qualitative analysis, understanding political ‘behaviours’ and the role of comparative politics
and international relations theories. Here you will see how political scientists have approached some of the key questions facing
them, and thereby gain an understanding of the core skills you can utilise to help you in your studies. You will be instructed in
where to look for key and relevant material online, as well as seeing what sources may not be so relevant to degree level politics.
You will gain an understanding of what politics as an academic discipline is like, as well as the conceptual material necessary to
further explore in the coming years. The module is taught by lectures and seminars.

Year 2: Global Political Issues

This module provides you with an introduction to global political issues that are relevant for understanding international politics
today. It also provides insights into issues in contemporary international relations. Because the modern study of global political
issues is necessarily broad, this module offers a basic and selective introduction to key concepts and current affairs topics,
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including globalization, terrorism and security, the changing nature of war, the emergence of a global human rights regime,
revolts and revolutions, as well as challenges of global environmental governance. This study will provide you with the foundation
for subsequent study of such issues at higher levels. You will be introduced to key perspectives on how national and international
issues affect one another, beyond foreign policy. We examine a number of concrete problems, major international events and
long-term global processes. We will survey the key ‘puzzles’ in International Relations and highlights which global issues will
continue to be at the forefront of international studies and politics. At the conclusion of the course, you will be able to critically
analyse and explain contemporary international issues, and assess their future relevance in a global context. The module is
taught through lectures and seminars.

Year 2: Inequality and Class

This module introduces you to the sociology of economic life and the sociology of inequality. It provides an overview of the
development and significance of capitalism. Through this, the module introduces you to the concept of Neoliberalism as part of
an account of the shifting relationships between state, economy, and society. In particular, the module will focus on the changing
patterns of inequality under contemporary capitalism. It will examine divisions of class, gender, ethnicity, and age. In each case
the emphasis will be on the use of secondary quantitative data to explore patterns of inequality. As such, the module aims to
improve your skill and confidence in working with statistics and promote awareness of the potential of new information
technologies to collect, analyse, and present information in novel and exciting ways. A recurring theme of the module will be the
complex spatial dimensions of inequality and the ways in which capitalism’s global processes generate distinct local
experiences. This module is taught through lectures and seminars.

Year 2: Rights and Responsibilities

People fight for their rights, resent other people's exercise of their rights, claim rights against the state or on behalf of animals.
But what are 'rights'? Who is entitled to them? Why? These questions are central to contemporary moral and political philosophy
and also to the way in which we think of issues such as medical care, crime and punishment, justice and happiness. The module
will draw on a range of perspectives and authors to consider these questions, including e.g. classic authors such as Marx, Mill,
Locke, Plato and Kant, but also contemporary political theorists such as Rawls, Dworkin, Nozick, Hayek, Singer, MacIntyre and
Sandel. This module is taught by lecture and 2 hour seminar. The lectures will introduce topics and the seminars will encourage
participation in discussions about the weekly reading and related questions.

Year 2: Making Sense of Gender

This module will encourage you to think about the significance of gender in shaping the social world. It does this through three
interrelated themes: the examination of the various and contested meanings of gender; the exploration of specific aspects of
social and organisational life within which gender is a central concern; and globalisation and gender politics. Using this
framework, we will examine examples from different societies and historical periods to understand the variety and complexity of
gender relations. Teaching will be lecture and seminar based. You will be required to read for weekly seminars. Within these
seminar discussions, you will be expected to assume collective responsibility for applying course material to a specific area of
social life in order to elucidate the working of gender relations within it. Progress in taking such collective responsibility will be an
explicit theme of class discussion throughout the module.

Year 3: Nineteenth Century Europe

This module explores the development of nation-states in Europe from Napoleon to the outbreak of the First World War.
Beginning with the impact of the Napoleonic rule in France and on Europe, it looks at the liberal and nationalist ideas which lay
behind European revolutionary movements and at the ideologies of the regimes which tried to suppress them. The course
covers the 1848 revolutions and the impact of nationalism and liberalism on the Habsburg Empire, Italy, Germany, France and
Russia. Students consider the unification movements in Italy and Germany, the ethnic tensions with the Austro-Hungarian Dual
Monarchy, and the strengths and weaknesses of the Second Empire and Third Republic in France. Major themes are also
studied, including the Eastern Question, the growth of communism and socialism and the impact of anti-semitism. Major cities,
such as Vienna and Paris, are studied in the context of the cultural changes in the European fin de siècle. The course concludes
with a look at the international tensions that led up to the outbreak of war in 1914. Teamwork and oral skills are promoted
through group discussion during seminars, which are also used for student presentations. This provides valuable preparation in
an important skill for future employment. Analytical skills are developed through work with documents and articles and by
encouraging the ability to argue cogently in written work. The module is taught through lectures and seminars, which will include
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document analysis and discussion of relevant historical articles.

Year 3: Contemporary European Politics

In this module you will learn how EU institutions work, how public policy is adopted at the European level and the core issues at
the heart of the development of the EU in the international realm. You will gain an understanding of the EU as a political system,
the interactions between member states, the institution and non-members, and the processes of government, public policy and
politics. The module aims to address contemporary challenges to the EU and explores questions such as ‘why do European
elections not work’? How does decision making work in the EU? What powers do European institutions have in relation to their
members? How effective is the EU? Has the Euro crisis spelled the end of the EU? And other contemporary issues affecting EU
politics and policies. Furthermore, the module will give you the skills to critically evaluate the role of EU institutions in governance
areas such as migration, human rights, international law, among others and will give you a good understanding of the ongoing
development of the EU and the challenges it faces in a global context. The module will be taught by lectures and seminars.

Year 3: Comparative Political Systems

In this module you will look at the different political systems in place around the globe. You will analyse systems of governance
from each continent and interrogates the differences and similarities that divide and unite them. Building on the ‘Political Theory
– A History’ module, you will have the opportunity to take the theoretical knowledge gained regarding how a particular polity may
be constructed in theory and look at how examples of it functions in practice. This module will place you at the forefront of
contemporary political debates. Through a series of lectures on specific political systems you will be encouraged to explore the
tensions and complementary facets between them. It is sometimes said that the post-1989 period has been non-ideological: this
module will show you the limitations of this view. Through exploration of some of the key systems governing the majority of the
earth’s population, you will be encouraged to compare and contrast modern politics at the sharp end. Through this you will gain
an ability to talk about different systems confidently, competently and comparatively. Individual examples may include: African
politics and the Arab Spring; Presidential democracy in the United States; Parliamentary democracy in the United Kingdom,
Australia and Canada; Middle Eastern theocracy; Russian autocracy in the Putin era; Socialist planning in Cuba; The corporate
state in Singapore; China and its communist-capitalist elements; Germany and devolved democratic governance; The high
growth BRICs economies.

Year 3: Protest and Activism

Social and political movements have become a notable feature of national and international politics in the contemporary world.
The Arab Spring, the Occupy Movement, G20 protests, WikiLeaks – these are all manifestations of protests, rebellion and
activism today. Uprisings against state and international forces have a long history and have contributed to revolutions and
changes in political systems the world over. This module examines how ‘bottom-up’ forces have shaped politics and what role
protests and activism plays in today’s political context. We examine who the actors are, what power they have, how they have
shaped politics and what role the new media plays in protests and in activism. The module engages with theoretical and
conceptual tools to understand civil society, empowerment, protest, activism, rebellion and revolution and takes a historical
approach to examine social and political rebellions and revolutions in the 20th and 21st century. The role of key global actors will
be explored, including social movements, NGOs, nationalist movements, ideological movements, global media, industry, as well
as national and global institutions. The module covers theoretical conceptions to understand the mechanisms of social and
political protests and discusses the dynamics of uprisings and revolutions beginning with the suffragette movement and ending
with #Occupy. The material will be enhanced through a series of film showings relevant to the topics, which will be arranged in
addition to the lectures and seminars for this module.

Year 4: Undergraduate Major Project - Politics

The individual final Major Project module allows you to engage in a substantial piece of individual research, focused on a topic
relevant to your specific discipline. Normally the topic will be agreed in consultation with academic staff and an appropriate
supervisor will be appointed to supervise you in your chosen topic. The topic may also be drawn from a variety of sources
including: Anglia Ruskin research groups, previous or current work experience, the company in which you are currently
employed, or a professional subject of specific interest (if suitable supervision is available). The project topic will be assessed
for suitability to ensure sufficient academic challenge and satisfactory supervision by an academic member of staff.

The chosen topic will require you to identify and formulate problems and issues, conduct literature reviews, evaluate information,
investigate and adopt suitable development methodolgies, determine solutions, develop software and/or media artefacts as
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appropriate, process data, critically appraise and present your findings. Regular meetings with the project supervisor and
or/group workshops should take place, so that the project is closely monitored and steered in the right direction. The
assessment will normally include a substantial written report, including a bibliography.

Year 4: Politics in Action

In this module you will look at how politics and the politics ‘industry’ functions, particularly with regard to contemporary
Westminster. You will be introduced to the way politics works in practice.  The module will also provide you with a concrete set of
‘outputs’ you can draw upon for future potential job applications.

The first part of the module introduces you to the type of task you may encounter in employment in a politics-focused role. It
discusses the origins and activities of think tanks, lobbying organisations, and charities and encourages you to think about how
each shapes the policy making process. In short, it outlines what politics as a profession means in the UK, and looks in and
beyond Westminster.

The second introduces you to the types of activities you would carry out in a policy focussed role. You will develop a portfolio over
the course of the trimester, including a briefing for a politician ahead of a major debate, and a public facing blog on a particular
issue or interest of your own.  You will also survey the types of opportunities available for placements and internships, produce a
CV and write a typical letter of introduction.

This module is taught through lectures, seminars and group consultations.

Optional Modules

(Subject to availability)

Year 2: Sociology of Globalisation

This module will introduce students to concepts of globalisation. Students will be asked to consider how their daily lives are
affected by processes of globalisation and think critically about theoretical approaches to these processes. The various
dimensions of globalisation will be covered on a lecture-by-lecture basis, though connections between topics will also be
explored. These dimensions/topics include hard vs. soft globalisation, the globalised economy, the impact of globalisation on the
nation-state, migration and diaspora, cosmopolitanism and dynamics of belonging, popular culture and patterns of consumption,
the global city, and globalisation and ecology. The module will be delivered via lectures and seminars. Students are required to
complete preparatory reading prior to each seminar. Seminar content and activities will relate to the content of the
corresponding lecture.

Year 2: A Module from the Anglia Language Programme

Year 3: Cultures of War

The media is saturated with reports of war, ethnic and political conflict in various countries around the world. Whilst there are
rules of engagement for war, crimes are nevertheless committed during conflicts. Cultures of War will offer you the opportunity to
consider and evaluate the concept of ‘war’, through the conduct of governments and international bodies as well as combatants
and non-combatants. Through a 'Cultural Criminological' lens, you will examine the causes of war and crimes committed in
conflict-torn environments. Is war a natural consequence of human interaction? Is there a difference between a ‘terrorist’ and a
‘freedom fighter’? Are there effective methods for resolving global conflicts? You will explore some historical, political, legal and
sociological explanations of combat, conflict and political unrest, agendas as well as the impact of patriotism, nationalism and
fanaticism. You will examine theories of war, rules of armed conflict and the roles of international courts and tribunals. You will
evaluate crimes and weapons of war as well as representations of war in the media (including the ‘war on drugs’ and ‘war on
terror’), conflict prevention and effective peace processes. You will be encouraged to draw upon contemporary materials and are
expected to be aware of recent media coverage of events. Whilst lectures will be given, this module is run mainly as an
interactive seminar/workshop, therefore student preparation and participation is expected.

Year 3: The Growth of the USA 1776-1900

A survey course on the development of the USA, 1776-1900, which is designed to allow students to study in outline the major
events, concepts and issues which shaped American culture in this period. Students will encounter great leaders such as
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George Washington and Abraham Lincoln but they will also examine the debate over the meaning of the Constitution, the
creation of the American political system, the significance of the frontier and westward expansion in American history, the roots
of feminism, and the role of race and ethnicity (particularly the issue of slavery). Much of the course is taken up with the causes
and consequences of the American Civil War, which tore the nation in two. The latter part of the course will consider the ways in
which the United States was on the verge of superpower status by 1900. The course is taught by a combination of lectures and
seminars. Teamwork and oral skills are promoted through group discussion during seminars, and this helps to prepare students
for employment as it encourages interaction with colleagues. The problem solving skills developed will be transferable both to
other modules and to future employment.

Year 3: The British Empire 1783-1919

This module looks at the development of the British Empire from the end of the War of American Independence to the end of the
Great War. It will look at how Britain expanded its hold overseas and at the developing nature of British Imperial rule. There will
be a balance between looking at individual colonies and a consideration of general themes underpinning the imperial
experience of the British and the peoples of their empire. The course will look at the impact of emancipation on the British
Caribbean, at the nature of British rule in India before and after the Rebellion of 1857-8, at the Opium wars with China, the
Scramble for Africa, the Anglo-Boer wars and the development of British rule in Canada, Australia and New Zealand. It will also
look at the work of medical personnel, missionaries and engineers and at the conflicting theories about the Empire's economic
benefits. The module will look at the development of imperial consciousness and culture in Britain and of nationalism in the
colonies, including the implications of empire for women and for ideas of sexuality. Students will engage with different schools of
thinking about imperial history, including both the more assertive apologia school and the 'Subaltern' postcolonialist school.

Year 3: Britain in the Nineteenth Century

This course introduces students to the development of Victorian Britain. They will examine changes in politics and social
structure, focusing in particular on the development of the party political system as well as class, gender, sexuality and the
economy. Key political and social figures such as Robert Peel, Florence Nightingale, Queen Victoria and William Gladstone will
be examined. There is an emphasis on the emergence of liberalism and on Victorian Britain as a liberal society. The course
employs a combination of lectures and seminars. Teamwork and oral skills are promoted through group discussion during
seminars, and this helps to prepare students for employment as it encourages interaction with colleagues. The course will
deepen students' analytical skills by focusing on more complex arguments than at Level 4. It will develop student's ability to
engage in autonomous learning and problem solving, thereby preparing them for Level 6. This module is also delivered by
distance learning.

Year 3: Theories of Deviance, Crime and Social Control

Theories of Deviance will introduce you to the explanations of deviant and criminal behaviour throughout the twentieth century.
You will cover theories of crime that are of both historical interest and contemporary relevance, identifying and policing the
parameters of 'normality' in late modern, western society. You will critically evaluate whether crime is mostly a result of social
inequality and consider the meaning of 'good' and 'bad'. You will also discuss the influence of the Chicago School, notions of
'anomie', and the consequences that followed from the introduction of symbolic interactionism and labelling theories. By the end
of Theories of Deviance, you will have an historical understanding of social explanations of crime and be able to demonstrate the
relevance of these theories to contemporary issues.

The module will be taught through one weekly lecture, and one weekly seminar workshop.

Year 3: Body Politics

The vulnerabilities, strengths and differences between human bodies are not only experienced by all of us in our daily lives but
are increasingly at the forefront of political and social media debate and controversy as well as the targets of national and
international trade, aid and inequality. This module offers an opportunity to uncover and analyse the politics of gender, race,
ethnicity, disability and sexuality in contemporary societies.

Beginning with the body in history, you will examine the ways in which religious, scientific and cultural ideas and beliefs have
shaped understandings of the body, as well as looking at sociological theorising of bodies and embodiment.

You will look at how bodies become gendered and racialised, as well as how disability and ideas of the “healthy body” relate to
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neoliberal notions of individual agency and personal responsibility, often serving to legitimise forms of social stigma,
marginalisation and inequality.

You will also examine the ways in which the body is the focus of new forms of technology and commodification. We will examine
notions of perfection, the “ideal body”, the commodified body and the use of the body as the site of identity projects (such as
cosmetic surgery and piercing), locating such phenomena within their social, political and economic contexts. You will also
consider how bodies ‘answer back’ and how they are deployed as political weapons and expressions.  Does it make sense to
speak of commonalities between bodies in various states of struggle, such as self-harm or hunger strikes?

Teaching will be lecture and seminar based. You will be required to read for weekly seminars. Within these seminar discussions,
you will assume collective responsibility for applying course material to a specific area of body politics in order to elucidate
sociological understandings of bodies in context, and taking such collective responsibility will be an explicit theme of class
discussion throughout the module. You will also be required to deliver a presentation on a selected reading (providing a critical,
evaluative summary, and raising questions for discussion).

Year 3: The United States in the Twentieth Century

Students study the development of the United States during the twentieth century as it gained superpower status. The module
investigates social and political change from the Progressive era through to Ronald Reagan's presidency. Students consider
such key figures as Theodore Roosevelt, Woodrow Wilson, Al Capone, Franklin Delano Roosevelt, John F. Kennedy, Martin
Luther King and Richard Nixon. Topics will include US foreign policy, imperialism, the New Deal, McCarthyism, the Civil Rights
movement, the Vietnam war and Watergate. Students will evaluate themes such as the continuities and changes in foreign
policy, the development of the reform tradition as well as the problems of race. The course builds on the work done in 'The
Growth of the USA' in the first trimester of the second year. It teaches students to draw upon the history of the United States in
order to understand the country's present status. It is taught by a combination of lectures and seminars. Teamwork and oral skills
are promoted through group discussion during seminars, and this helps to prepare students for employment as it encourages
interaction with colleagues. The ability to offer cogent written analysis and informed analysis under pressure is developed
through the module. This module is also delivered by distance learning.

Year 3: Learning from Work Experience

This module is designed to give students the opportunity to prepare for the transition from education to work by raising
awareness of their own aptitudes and attitudes to learning and work, by applying theoretical and other skills gained through their
studies in a practical way, and by investigating possible careers for which a degree in their subject area would be relevant The
module explores how work and learning interact, encourages self-managed learning, and serves to increase employability by
improving sector knowledge, self-reliance and confidence. Appropriate work experience will provide students with relevant
experience in sectors and roles in which they might seek future employment. An example of one such work experience is within
the Citizen's Advice Bureau. Here, students will have the opportunity to access selected research projects currently being
undertaken for CAB with reference to the local impact of a range of government policies. Students will also be given the
opportunity to contribute to specific aspects of these projects. Such contributions may involve, for example, reviewing current
research on a specific issue relevant to the local CAB service and/or collating and reviewing data collected to measure local
impact. These contributions will be tailored by staff delivering the moduleto the existing skills sets of the individual student
concerned. Students are not expected to lead their own research projects (this can be done at Level 6 in the Major Project).
Students are then expected to apply theoretical knowledge, skills and concepts to the analysis of their work experience.
Students are required to undertake 70 hours of activity in (or related to) an appropriate placement either as a paid worker or
volunteer. They will be required to agree with the employer and with the Module Leader or Module Tutor specific ways in which
the module learning objectives can be achieved within the chosen workplace. This agreement will provide the background
against which students will prepare a report for their employer. A feature of the module will be a reflective workplace diary which
logs activity and supports an analysis of the learning achieved in the report. There will be a series of workshops to support the
module and students will also receive supervision from the Module Leader or Tutor.

Year 3: Britain in the Twentieth Century

This course introduces students to the development of Britain in the twentieth century. They will examine changes in politics and
social structure; in particular, they will focus on the development of the party political system as well as class, gender, sexuality
and the economy. Key political and social figures such as David Lloyd George, Winston Churchill, the Beatles and Margaret
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Thatcher will be examined. There is an emphasis on the way that the reform tradition came to embrace the welfare state.
Students will also examine the impact of Total War on twentieth century society, as well as unemployment, consumerism and the
changing roles of women. Students taking this course will find it useful for understanding many current social and political
controversies as it explores how Britain today came into being. The course employs a combination of lectures and seminars.
Teamwork and oral skills are promoted through group discussion during seminars, and this helps to prepare students for
employment as it encourages interaction with colleagues. The course will deepen students' analytical skills by focusing on more
complex arguments than at Level 4. It will develop student's ability to engage in autonomous learning and problem solving,
thereby preparing them for Level 6.

Year 3: Europe in the Age of the First World War

This module examines the fifteen year period that began with war and ended with capitalism entering a new crisis when Wall
Street crashed. It assesses the causes and consequences of the First World War in Europe, beginning with an examination of
the failure of diplomacy and the start of the war. It then turns to the main issues on the Western and Eastern Fronts, including the
Battle of the Somme and the Russian revolutions, and the end of other European empires. The module covers the post-war
diplomacy, assessing the treaties that shaped international relations after 1918. It then examines the reconstruction of Europe
after the war, critically assessing the threats to liberal democracy and European stability. It concludes with a discussion of the
crisis in Europe after the Wall Street Crash and the onset of the Great Depression. The course employs a combination of
lectures and seminars. Teamwork and oral skills are promoted through group discussion during seminars, and this helps to
prepare students for employment, as it encourages interaction with colleagues. The module will deepen students' analytical skills
by focusing on more complex arguments than at Level 4. It will develop students’ ability to engage in autonomous learning and
problem solving, thereby preparing them for Level 6. The ability to offer cogent written analysis and deploy informed analysis is
developed through the module’s assessment.

Year 4: Politics and Social Media

New media, and particularly online social media, have become a fixture in today’s socio-political context. The ubiquity of online
social media like Twitter and Facebook, among other platforms, have given them not only a social dimension but also one that
facilitates political activism, exchange and perhaps control. This module explores the role of social media in political practices,
and the production of political knowledge as well as power. The module introduces the many facets of social media in political
theory and practice, before considering real world impact areas of social media today in a range of issue areas. Emphasis is
given to how social media impacts on activism and protest, political campaigning, but also how explore the darker side of social
media freedom. The module is structured in two parts and begins with an engagement of theoretical aspects relevant to politics
and social media. In this part it explores and contrasts the virtual with the real, and examines how they relate to one another in
current socio-political contexts. The second part engages with concrete cases in which social media have played an active role
for social and political impact. As part of the module, students will be encouraged to participate actively with social media on a
political topic of their choice and assess the value and role of the online social media platform. The module is taught by lectures
and seminars.

Year 4: Feminist Theory and Practice

This module offers you the opportunity to explore the development of feminist theory and practice from the early 20th century, with
a particular focus on the period from the 1960s to the present. Course material will predominantly cover British and North
American feminism but we will also consider perspectives and activism from other global regions. The module will explore and
locate different feminist perspectives and will focus on differences between liberal and radical feminism. You will explore these
perspectives in relation to key topics that have been central to feminist struggles, such as the family, male violence against
women, concepts of masculinity and femininity, sexuality and reproductive rights, media representation, and employment and
participation in public life. Key themes will include: Feminist strategies, activism and impact (including consideration of women-
only / mixed sex organising), current issues and the future of feminism. Teaching will be lecture and seminar based. You will be
required to read for weekly seminars. Within these seminar discussions, you will assume collective responsibility for applying
course material to a specific area of social life in order to elucidate the development of feminist theory and practice within it, and
taking such collective responsibility will be an explicit theme of class discussion throughout the module.

Year 4: Race, Racism and Cultural Identity

This module provides an in-depth exploration of the sociology of 'race', racism and ethnic divisions. It considers three related
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themes: the social origins and significance of racial and ethnic divisions; the (varied) causes, contexts and consequences of
racism and antiracism; and the cultural consequences of migration. Each theme will be developed using a combination of theory,
research findings and case study material. Although the primary substantive focus of the module will be on race relations in
contemporary Britain, insights will be drawn from historical and international comparisons. For the bulk of the module teaching
will be by lectures and seminars. Students are required to engage in preparatory reading prior to each seminar. There will also
be a series of student-led workshops that will apply sociological knowledge and understanding to current questions of 'race'
politics and policy. Workshop topics will vary but will relate to key module themes - the collection and use of racialised data in the
criminal justice system (the significance of 'race' categories); debates about the usefulness of the concept of institutional racism
(sociology of racism); and globalised Islam (migration and identity). Students will be required to read material collected on a
module web site a briefing pack prior to each workshop and deliver a short presentation in one of the workshops.

Year 4: Capitalism in Crisis: The Depression and War in Europe

This module examines the extraordinary fifteen year period that began with the global financial crisis and the Great Depression
and ended with the Second World War and a very different world. It explores the different types of political systems and
ideologies that existed in 1930s Europe, assessing the crisis of liberal democracy and the prevalence of authoritarian forms of
government, such as that which was practiced in the Soviet Union, Fascist Italy and Nazi Germany. It examines international
relations in this decade and focuses on some of the key crises such as the Nazis' invasion of the Rhineland and the Spanish
Civil War. It assesses the build up to the outbreak of the war in 1939, including the Appeasement debate, and questions whether
war could have been avoided. The module then looks at the war itself, examining the spread of Nazism across Europe, the
relations between Winston Churchill and the other Warlords, and the Holocaust. It then turns to the end of the war in Europe and
the Allies' victory and assesses whether the war had led to Europe being eclipsed as two new superpowers had emerged. The
module is taught through lectures and seminars. Teamwork and oral skills are promoted through presentations and group
discussion during seminars, which helps to prepare students for employment by encouraging interaction with colleagues.

Year 4: End of Empires 1919-1997

This module looks at the process by which European empires declined and collapsed in the course of the twentieth century. It will
examine the expansion in European empires that occurred at the end of the First World War and at the impact on them of the
Depression and the Second World War. It will consider the role of nationalist movements in putting pressure on the colonial
powers before and during the war and at how these movements took advantage of the changed international situation after
1945. It will examine the interplay between pressure for independence and the development of the Cold War, especially the
interest of the superpowers in decolonisation. It will look at the different approaches taken by the British and French, contrasting
British policy in Malaya with French policy in Indo-China. The course will look at why the end of Belgian and Portuguese rule in
Africa was attended by so much conflict and at the problems posed by white rule in Rhodesia and South Africa. The course will
also cover the establishment of the Commonwealth and the post-war impact on British society of large-scale Commonwealth
immigration, leading up to the Falklands War of 1982 and the handover of Hong Kong in 1997. The module is taught through
lectures and seminars.

Year 4: Enlightenment and Modernity: The Philosophical Legacy

This module looks at key philosophical debates about the legacy of the Enlightenment in the context of modernity. Students will
be introduced to key ideas from readings of primary texts that have contributed to debates about history, truth, morality and
political power, the nature of interpretation and the role and status of reason and knowledge in the post-Enlightenment era. The
module will offer an opportunity for students to explore political and philosophical questions about morality, aesthetics, reason
and knowledge. It will be taught through lectures, which introduce the main issues, and seminars, which will allow debate and
discussion to take place.

Year 4: Politics and Public Services

An important aim of this module is for students to be able to take a critical stance on what constitutes an 'effective and efficient'
public service, and to understand how these important matters are filtered through the political process. This module will also
seek to address the ideas that lie behind political approaches to public services and to explore the relationship between these
ideas and policy. The development of ideological approaches to public services will be examined, focusing on some broad
approaches, namely, Welfarism, Neoliberalism and 'modernisation'. Each of these approaches results in the eventual
application of political ideology to public service policy although the relationship between these two things is not linear. Students
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will be encouraged to develop an understanding of how a consideration of political issues can support and enhance the delivery
of high quality public services. The module will be taught by weekly lectures, seminars and workshops throughout the trimester.

Year 4: Capitalism, Power and the Discontented

In studying this module you will look at theoretical accounts of capitalism and the nature of power and the state in the modern
world, and consider how these structures have been contested and critiqued. You are encouraged to critically reflect on how the
capitalist economy works, examining both sympathetic and critical accounts of its core functions. You will also develop an
understanding of why and how resistance to the system emerges.  Capitalism is not just considered as an economic system
however, but also as a political, cultural and social phenomenon. As such, while some readings and issues are drawn from
political economy, you will engage with a range of theoretical writing on power, race, feminism, hegemony, and alternatives to
the status quo, which each offer differing conceptions of how capitalism, power and mass discontent might be understood.  You
will also engage with a range of intellectual sources from cultural studies, politics and international relations, history, and
sociology. Theoretical positions will be contextualised through the modern and contemporary context of neoliberal globalisation.
How has the post-financial crisis political landscape been transformed? What debates are emerging over how and if the market
economy might be changed? Why does resistance occur? What is the nature of power? What strategies can be affective in
building a more humane society?

The module is taught by lectures and seminars each week.

Year 4: Sport, Globalisation and International Politics

This module develops Students' understanding of the relationship between sport, processes of globalisation, and the sphere of
international politics. Broadly speaking, the module’s key themes are ideology, power and control. More specifically, a set of key
theoretical and conceptual insights relating to globalisation, nationalism and commercialisation is introduced early in the module.
These insights are applied to particular instances from the sporting world in later lectures/seminars. Specific topics include 'race'
and racism in sport; the Workers' Sport movement, the role of sport in the colonisation of Africa, the history and politics of FIFA,
and a number of national case studies including Catalonia and South Africa. The module will be delivered via lectures and
seminars. Students are required to complete preparatory reading prior to each seminar. Seminar content and activities will
relate to the content of the corresponding lecture.

Year 4: Concepts of Good and Evil

What role, if any, does the concept of evil play in our moral vocabulary? Is it a narrowly theological notion or does it usefully
describe certain kinds of act and/or character? This module examines contemporary accounts of evil, as well as looking at the
concept of evil in the history of philosophy from Leibniz to the present. In addition to considering theoretical discussions of evil,
the module also treats phenomena such as war and terrorism and asks whether the concept of evil helps us to understand them.
The module is taught by lecture and seminar; students are also expected to undertake self-managed learning.

Year 4: The Era of Thatcher and Blair

On this module you will consider and contrast the long term effects of Margaret Thatcher and Tony Blair on British politics since
the 1970s. Firstly, you will study how Thatcher deviated away from One Nation Conservatism of the 1950s and 1960s, the
diagnosis she made of how a society (and government) should function, and the reasons for her electoral triumph in 1979. You
will then go on to consider her time in office through the lens of both her core supporters on the one hand and the British left on
the other. You will have the opportunity to analyse the effect of Thatcher’s policies on class relations in the UK, and the story of
privatisation and reforms to the City of London. The popular platform of Right to Buy, share ownership and moving the low paid
out of paying income tax will also be considered.

You will also analyse how her legacy in office continue to shape British politics. In doing so, you will look at how she influenced
subsequent leaders such as John Major, Gordon Brown and, principally, Tony Blair. You will consider how Blair not only learned
from Thatcher, but looked across the Atlantic to Bill Clinton and the New Democrats, too. You will consider charges that Blair
was a ‘Thatcherite,’ as well as arguments for and against the legacy of New Labour. Throughout, you will have the opportunity to
access primary source material via the Margaret Thatcher Foundation online archive (http://www.margaretthatcher.org/archive/)
and the Reagan online archive (https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library).

Year 4: The Cold War: The World Divided
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This module examines the Cold War, starting with the historiographical debates that surround the origins of the hostilities
between East and West, and ends by questioning whether anyone actually 'won' the Cold War. The module assesses
international relations between the USSR and USA after 1945 and examines the consequences of these relations. These
include the founding of NATO and the Warsaw Pact, the Korean War, the Cuban Missile Crises and the Vietnam War. It
assesses Britain's role in the onset of the Cold War and looks at how the country became less of a global power during this
period. Other areas that are focused on are the 1960s and the revolutionary challenges in the USA, France and Czechoslovakia,
détente, and the Second Cold War. The module ends with an assessment of the 1989 revolutions in Eastern Europe and what
the collapse of the USSR meant for the post-Cold War world. The module is taught through lectures and seminars. Teamwork
and oral skills are promoted through group discussion during seminars, which helps to prepare students for employment by
encouraging interaction with colleagues. Students also develop their analytical skills further by investigating more advanced
material.
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